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SUBJECT: NEWSPAPER REPORTS PRIME MINISTER TO VISIT U.S. 

1. JULY 18 ISSUE OF "WATAN," A DAILY TALOID PUBLISHED BY EORMER 
AMBASSADOR TO U.S. KHIR JOHARI, CARRIED BANNER HEADLINE STORY 
ANNOUNCING PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN ONN WILL VISIT THE U.S.THIS SEPTEM- 
BER, 

WHERE HE IS EXPECTED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND KEY MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS. DETAILS ARE STILL BEING WORKED OUT, STORY ADDED. 

2. FULL TEXT OE ARTICLE, HEADLINED "HUSSEIN TO VISIT AMERICA" 

TRANSLATED FROM MALAY: 

DATUK HUSSEIN ONN WILL MAKE AN OFEICIAL VISIT TO AMERICA THIS 
COMING SEPTEMBER. 

THE DETAILS OF THE VISIT HAVE NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED, BUT IT IS 
BELIEVED THAT THEY ARE BEING WORKED OUT BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. 

THIS OFFICIAL VISIT IS THE FIRST BY THE PRIME MINISTER TO THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE LAST YEAR. PREVIOUSLY, THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S TRAVELS HAVE BEEN CONFIRNED TO WEST ASIA (THE MIDDLE 
EAST). RECENTLY THE PM WENT TO LONDON TO ATTEND THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS 

OF GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE. 

WHILE IN THE U.S. DATUK HUSSEIN IS EXPECTED TO MEET WITH 
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PRESIDENT CARTER AND DISCUSS ECONOMIC MATTERS AND RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE TWO NATIONS AS WELL AS DEVELOPMENTS IN ASEAN AND THIS REGION. 

IN ADDITION, DATUK HUSSEIN IS ALSO EXPECTED TO MEET WITH 
SEVERAL KEY MEMBERS OE THE U.S. CONGRESS AND TO ADDRESS THE U.S. 

NATIONAL PRESS CLUB. 

WHETHER OR NOT DATUK HUSSEIN ONN WILL VISIT THE UN, WHICH IS 
EXPECTED TO BEGIN ITS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN SEPTEMBER, HAS NOT YET 
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BEEN EINALIZED, BUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS EXISTS. 

THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT WILL FOLLOW DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
DATUK SRI DR. MAHATHIR'S VISIT TO SEEK AMERICAN INVESTMENT IN 
MALAYSIA. 

DATUK HUSSEIN ALSO POSSIBLY MAY BE THE EIRST ASEAN LEADER TO 
TRAVEL TO THE U.S. EOLLOWING THE SECOND ASEAN SUMMIT IN KUALA LUMPUR 
NEXT MONTH AND THE MEETINGS BETWEEN THE ASEAN HEADS OE GOVERNMENT 
WITH THE PRIME MINISTERS OE NEW ZEALAND, AUSTRALIA AND JAPAN. 

DATUK HUSSEIN'S VISIT WILL MAKE HIM THE THIRD OF OUR NATION'S 
LEADERS TO PAY A VISIT TO AMERICA. 

3. ALTHOUGH "WATAN"' CIRCULATION IS LIMITED AND STORY APPEARED IN 
MALAY, WE EXPECT IT WILL PROMPT INQUIRIES BY PRESS AND WIRE SERVICES 
AS WELL AS BY OTHER MISSIONS. WE INTEND TO DECLINE COMMENT IN 
RESPONSE TO SUCH INQUIRIES. (EYI: "WATAN" HAS GAINED NOTORIETY 
IN RECENT MONTHS SINCE KHIR JOHARI HAS USED IT AS A VEHICLE EOR HIS 
OUTSPOKEN CRITICISM OE THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT. END EYI). BECAUSE 
OE ITS PLACEMENT, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE LEAK WAS OFFICIALLY 
INSPIRED. 

MILLER 
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